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Learn and practice age-
appropriate strategies on how 
to engage children through 
interactive read-alouds
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Workshop Objective



GuidelinesGuidelines
✦ Recorded Session 
✦ Mute Requested
✦ Breakout Rooms
✦ Materials to be posted on 

readtomeintl.org
✦ Chat in ?s and comments
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About Read To Me 
International
About Read To Me 
International

✦ Mission: To promote the 
love and joy of reading 
aloud

✦ Offers parent-coaching 
programs, community 
events, national-quality 
conference

✦ Goal: Every child will be 
read aloud to daily
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Co-Presenters and ModeratorCo-Presenters and Moderator

KARA KUSUNOKI

Executive Director of Read To Me 
International

DANA TANIGAWA, Ed.D., NBCT

Owner of Tailored Tutoring, LLC
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NICKI BROWN

Program & Community Outreach 
Director of Read To Me International
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Share a memorable (positive) read-
aloud experience. What made it 
memorable? How old were you?

Go to menti.com and enter code 
44 62 10 3 OR click on the link in the 
chat

A Walk Down Memory Lane
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“You’re never too old, 
too wacky, too wild, to 
pick up a book and 
read to a child.”

“You’re never too old, 
too wacky, too wild, to 
pick up a book and 
read to a child.”
- Dr. Seuss



Language and 
Literacy Milestones
Language and 
Literacy Milestones
What can we expect from our children?



Age 2-3Age 2-3
Thinking
● Laughs at silly ideas 

(like “milking” a dog)
● Matches shapes and 

colors and objects 
with same function 
(cup and plate)
● Counts 2 to 3 

objects
● Talks about feelings 

and mental states 
(e.g., remembering)

Listening
● Recognizes sounds 

in the environment
● Points to common 

objects and body 
parts when they’re 
named

● Knows some spatial 
concepts (“in,” “on,” 
“under)

● Shows awareness of 
feelings

Reading
● Answer questions 

about and identify 
objects in books —
such as "Where's the 
cow?" or "What does 
the cow say?"

● Name familiar 
pictures

● Use pointing to 
identify named 
objects

● Finish sentences in 
books they know well
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Pays attention for about 3 minutes
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Age 3-4Age 3-4
Thinking
● Recalls parts of a 

story
● Understands 

concept of  same 
and different 

Listening
● Enjoys rhyming and 

nonsense words
● Understands size 

comparisons (e.g., big 
and bigger)

● Understands 
sentences, including 
sentences involving 
time concepts (e.g., 
“Grandma is coming 
tomorrow.”)

● Understands 
relationships 
expressed by if…then 
or “because” 
sentences

Reading
● Enjoys listening to 

and talking about 
storybooks

● Understands how to 
handle books

● Participates in 
rhyming games

● Identifies some letters 
and make some letter-
sound matches

● Wants to know what 
will happen next

● When being read a 
story, connects 
information and 
events to real-life 
experiences
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Attends to an activity for a longer stretch of time (around 10 min)
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Age 4-5Age 4-5
Thinking
● Understands order 

and process
● Has some 

understanding of 
moral reasoning 
(exploring ideas 
about fairness and 
good or bad behavior)
● Often can’t tell the 

difference between 
real and make-believe

Listening
● Begins to show 

understanding of 
rhyming and 
beginning sounds

● Understands 
sequencing of events 
when clearly 
explained (for 
example, “First we 
plug the drain, then 
we run the water, 
and finally we take a 
bath”)

● Understands 
complex questions

Reading
● Tells you what she 

thinks is going to 
happen next in a 
book

● Remembers parts of 
a story

● Retells a story (but 
may confuse)

● Understands that 
print is read left-to-
right and top-to-
bottom
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Age 6Age 6

Thinking
● Begin to understand 

cause-and-effect 
relationships. 
"Magical thinking" 
typical of 
preschoolers quickly 
fades around this 
age.

● Are learning to write.
● Start to grasp the 

concept of time.

Social/Emotional
● Start to understand 

the feelings of 
others, with the 
encouragement of 
parents and other 
caregivers. But they 
are still most 
focused on 
themselves.

● Are developing a 
sense of humor. 
They may like simple 
jokes and funny 
books and rhymes.

Reading
● Read simple words in 

isolation (the word 
with definition) and in 
context (using the 
word in a sentence)
● Retell the main idea, 

identify details (who, 

what, when, where, 

why, how), and 

arrange story events 

in sequence

● "sound out" or decode 

unfamiliar words
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Age 7Age 7
Thinking
● Consider issues and 

problems using only 
one factor at a time.

Social/Emotional
● Become more aware of 

and sensitive to the 
feelings of others. 
This trait is called 
empathy.

● Decline of a child’s 
egocentricism 

● The ability to (begin 
to) take another 
person’s perspective 
means that children 
understand in a new 
way that other people 
think differently than 
they do, that other 
people may literally 
and figuratively “see” 
things differently. 
manner).

Reading
● Show comprehension 

of a story through 
drawings
● Write by organizing 

details into a logical 
sequence with a 
beginning, middle, and 
end

● Read aloud with 

proper emphasis and 

expression

● Use context and 

pictures to help 

identify unfamiliar 

words
4848
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Age 8Age 8

Thinking
● Have a black-and-

white perspective 
much of the time. 
Things are either 
great or awful, ugly 
or beautiful, right 
or wrong.

● They focus on one 
trait or idea at a 
time, which makes 
it hard for them to 
understand 
complex issues.

Social/Emotional
● Have rapidly 

changing emotions. 
Angry outbursts are 
common. Many 
children are critical 
of others, especially 
of their parents. 
They may seem 
dramatic and 
sometimes rude.

● Are impatient. They 
like immediate 
gratification and 
find it hard to wait 
for things they want.

Reading

● Correctly use 
punctuation

● Understand humor 
in text

● Use new words, 
phrases, or figures 
of speech that 
they've heard

5858



5959



6060



6161



6262



6363



6464



6565



6666



6767



6868



6969



7070



Read Aloud Strategies Read Aloud Strategies 

✦ Pre-read the book 
✦ Choose 1-2 things to engage 

with
✦ Use your voice!
✦ Set up the environment for 

success
✦ You can reread books!!
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Read Aloud Strategies Ages 2-4Read Aloud Strategies Ages 2-4
✦ Find books that lend itself to 

sounds, shapes, colors, early words
✦ Have child repeat words
✦ Point and touch parts of the book 

relating to what you read
✦ Ask child questions to get yes, no, 

pointing or oral responses
✦ Talk with child about what’s 

happening to help explain
7272



Read Aloud Strategies Ages 5-8Read Aloud Strategies Ages 5-8
✦ Choose books with themes relating 

to helping, respect, family, good vs. 
bad

✦ Have child repeat what you read
✦ Ask child “what do you think will 

happen next?”
✦ Ask W questions
✦ Make text to text/self/world 

connections
7373



Breakout RoomsBreakout Rooms
Two rooms: 
✦ Caregivers/Educators of 2-4 yo 
✦ Caregivers/Educators of 5-8yo

Presenter Facilitates: What are engaging, 
age-appropriate read-aloud strategies? 

Discuss and Share: What strategies will you 
use or are already using?

7474



FREE ResourcesFREE Resources

★ Caribu - attendees receive an e-invitation 
(best for 0 to 8 yo). Free account for educators; 
sign up at: caribu.com/education 

★ Scholastic Teachables (pre-K to 8th grade)
★ BookFlix (pre-K to 3rd grade)
★ Free Meeting Tools 

○ Zoom - Unlimited 1:1 time; 45 minutes 
in groups

○ Google Meet (for now)



Upcoming WorkshopsUpcoming Workshops

★ October 28, 2PM-3PM: Connecting Play to Social-
Emotional Learning

★ October 29, 3PM-4PM: #BYOTea - Peer to Peer 
Session

Visit readtomeintl.org/events for event description 
and to register



Questions? Comments? Ideas?Questions? Comments? Ideas?
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Mahalo!Mahalo!
Contact Information:
Dana Tanigawa
✦ @tailoredtutoringhi
✦ dana.tailoredtutoring@gmail.com

✦ tailoredtutoringhi.com

Read To Me International
✦ @readtomeintl
✦ read@readtomeintl.org
✦ ReadToMeIntl.org 



Free templates for all your presentation needs

Ready to use, 
professional and 

customizable

100% free for personal 
or commercial use

Blow your audience 
away with attractive 

visuals

For PowerPoint and 
Google Slides


